
F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 1  N E W S L E T T E R

We are so grateful that your family has chosen to share your
child’s learning journey with us.  We pride ourselves on providing the
best early childhood education possible and this includes supporting
and partnering with families.  These Newsletters are one of the many

ways we share information about Preschool and a snapshot of some of
the rich learning experiences your child is involved in.  

We look forward to a great year with you all.

WELCOME TO TUMUT COMMUNITY PRESCHOOL

60TH BIRTHDAY
Preschool had a big zero birthday in November 2020, turning 60!!  

The pandemic put a dampener on our planned festivities, but we have decided
we will celebrate ALL year, so there will be lots of things associated with our big

birthday throughout the Preschool terms.  
If you have any ideas, we would love to hear them.



PLEASE TALK TO US

Please don't hesitate to speak to us if
you have any concerns regarding your

child settling into Preschool or any
general questions.  

We can be contacted by phone on
69472462 or email at

admin@tumutpreschool.com.au. We
can organise a time with you for an
educator to give you a call back.  

Morning drop off and pick up can be
very busy times, so we would prefer
that any lengthy conversations take
place by phone when convenient to

both caregivers and educators.  
 

FEES
Did you know that Preschool is free for 2021? 

 We have opted in to the Free Preschool
Program for 2021. 

The only fee payable will be the membership
fee for new children. This $25 fee will be

deducted by Ezidebit on Thursday the 4th of
March.  You will receive a reminder by SMS the

day before the payments will be deducted.

 

ENROLMENTS
We only have a very

small number of
places left for 2021.  
We are excited to be

able to offer
Preschool to so

many families this
year.



MIYAGAN 'FAMILY' MEETINGS

We value our families and the partnership we
establish with you.  To ensure we have lots of opportunity to

talk to you and discuss our service, we hold Miyagan meetings
every three weeks throughout the year.

The meeting days and times are alternated to try and
accommodate everyone, and include morning or afternoon tea. 

The meetings are informal, sometimes they are at the
Preschool and sometimes they are at a local coffee shop. They
are a chance for parents to get to know each other and to ask

questions or raise concerns directly with Preschool staff.
 We will be publishing the dates in the next week or so and

would love you to be involved.

PRESCHOOL HOURS

Preschool is open from 8.30am
until 4.00pm.  You are welcome
to drop your child at Preschool
any time after 8.30am, although

to get the most out of their
Preschool day, we do like
children to arrive before

9.30am.
Children can be picked up

anytime prior to 4pm.  
Please ensure that you arrive at
Preschool in time to sign your

child out by 4.00pm.



Uniforms at Tumut Community
Preschool are optional and are

available to purchase at Swans of
Tumut.  They have Preschool polo

shirts, hats and jumpers available.  
Uniforms can give children a sense of
belonging and can save other clothes
from the 'messiness' that a fun day at

Preschool can bring.
 

Please also ensure that anything you
send to Preschool is labelled with your
child's name.   Please label bags, drink
bottles and lunchboxes as well.  Having
clear labels will help children learn to
recognise their name and take care of

their belongings as well helping
educators to return items that are left

at Preschool.
Children can need a change of clothes

at Preschool for many reasons so a
spare set of clothes in their bag

(including underwear and socks)  is a
must!

UNIFORMS - BELONGINGS - 
SPARE CLOTHES

Children need
sturdy footwwear

for Preschool. 
 Thongs or crocs
are not safe and

can cause children
to slip and fall.

We encourage
children to only

bring water in their
drink bottles to

preschool.
  Water is the best

thirst quencher and
hydrates children

the most efficiently.



SOCIAL
DISTANCING
When you are at

Preschool to drop
off or pick up 

 children, please
ensure that you

social distance from
others while

entering/exiting and
if you need to wait to

access the sign-in
stations. 

 
We really appreciate

the support from
families while we fine
tune our COVID safe

practices. 

EMERGENCY DRILLS

One of the things we do at Preschool with the children is practice our
emergency drills during every Term.  This is to ensure the children feel safe

and secure and to test our procedures for managing any emergency
situation.  Educators take great care to discuss with the children what these

drills involve and we introduce them very gently.  
We will be starting these in Weeks 5/6 and again in Weeks 9/10, so your

children may come home and talk about them.  
If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to talk to us.



EGG AND NUT FREE ZONE

We have children attending
preschool who have severe

allergies to nuts and/or eggs.
Please do not pack in your child’s

lunch box any nuts or eggs or
foods made from these ingredients

eg peanut butter\paste, Nutella,
quiche, omelettes, muesli

containing nuts etc. Children will
not be permitted to eat these
foods whilst at preschool. We
appreciate your consideration

regarding other
children’s health and wellbeing.

WHO IS ALLOWED TO PICK UP YOUR CHILD FROM PRESCHOOL?
We cannot release your child from Preschool to anyone who
has not been authorised on your child's enrolment form.  If

you wish to add anyone to your list of authorisations, we must
have this in writing.  Sometimes staff may ask for identification
before letting your child be signed out by anyone on your list

of authorisations that they are not familiar with.  
If you need to add anyone to your list of authorisations, please

let staff know and we will provide you with a form.



MALAYARR ROOM FUN
What a wonderful start we have had at Preschool in the Malayarr room. We have loved

getting to meet all the new children and see the returning children’s happy faces.  In the
last two weeks we have spent some time getting to know one another and learning how to

keep our bodies safe from germs and how to be safe when risk taking in our preschool
environment.   The children are now demonstrating safe hand washing practices and have
learnt to scrub their hands while singing the song 'twinkle twinkle little star' before washing

the soap off.  We have also been practicing our climbing skills and learning how to
manoeuvre our bodies around the climbing frame, retaining walls and our big tractor tyres. 

In the coming weeks (weather permitting) we are hoping to light our fire pit in the
yarning circle, this has stemmed from some of our children building a pretend fire in
our playground and sitting around toasting pretend marshmallows. To prepare for
this we have been learning how to have fire safe bodies and how to be safe around

fire. We have also started lighting the candle in the middle of our morning meeting as
preparation for lighting our fire pit.



GINDHAY VOLCANO
The Gindhay room in Wiradjuri means 'play',

and in our room we certainly have been
playing and learning about volcanoes.  

It all started in the sandpit on the first day of
Preschool when some children made a huge
sandcastle.  Jenny asked the children what
they were playing and they said they were
making a volcano.  A floorbook was started
and the children looked at a volcano on the
iPad and we printed out the photo to make
some provocation photos.  This led to more

play based learning by painting their own
image of a volcano, glueing red coloured
paper onto card, drawing a volcano in the

floor book, discovering new words to
describe the different sections of a volcano,
and writing words like  lava, magma, volcano,
fire and of course their own name on their

work.  
Our Wednesday class watched a video of
lava exploding down a mountain in Hawaii

and then drawing their own interpretation. 
 Jenny also incorporated a new game called
volcano and smoke.  As the term progresses

it will be interesting to see where this will
lead. 



GIRRA GIRRA TIME CAPSULE

 

Children and educators from the
Girra Girra room are planning to
put together two time capsules.

Bryce had the great idea and asked
educators on Tuesday if we could
help him to make one. We then
wrote letters to the children and

educators in the Gindhay and
Malayarr rooms as well as Tess,
Wendy and Kylie in the office.  

 
We are planning to open one time
capsule at the end of Term 4 this

year and the other one in ten years
time!

 
This project also coincides with our

60th Anniversary year this year. 
 We are excited about this project
and we cannot wait to share our

progress with you all.
 

 Thanks Bryce for a great idea!



OWNA
Chances are you are reading this

newsletter via a notification from our
new OWNA app.  

We have recently implemented this
platform and will be using this app for

most of our communications with
parents.  

Some of the functionalities of this new
app include parents being able to
mark their child as not attending
Preschool, viewing and signing

incident reports, updating
immunisation records and re-enroling
for 2022 (this feature will be available

later in the year).  If you are having any
issues with the app please let us know

as we are all learning together. 

IMMUNISATIONS
If your child has recently turned four and has had their four

year old immunisations, please supply us with an updated copy
of your child's Immunisation History Statement.  It is a

regulatory requirement that we have a current statement on
record for your child's file.  

Please let us know if you have any trouble accessing an
updated statement or if immunisations will be delayed for any

reason.








